2022
Dear Brothers And Sisters In Christ,
As we draw to the end of another school year I am continually amazed at how
time passes so quickly. I see pictures of children I was privileged to teach religion
to graduating from high school and going off to college. This past week I saw
Senior Prom pictures of kids in my mind who should have been in 8th grade.
Even though I am not a big fan of getting older it sure is nice to see how all of
these wonderful young people have turned out. It is exciting to see that nine (9)
kids are going to the National Youth Gathering. It was amazing to see 20 young
people working on the Easter Breakfast.
God has blessed this church and school with young people who serve as an
example to all of us and to the community. We also need to thank all the adults
and parents over the years that have poured their hearts and souls into HTLS
and our youth program. God bless all of you.
Holy Trinity Church and School has done so much to influence this community.
You all have been a constant source of the Light of the Gospel to Bowling Green
and Smiths Grove. What a blessing it has been and continues to be for me
personally to be a part of this church and school community. The great news is
that it just keeps getting better. God continues to pour out His blessings on Holy
Trinity each and every day.
Today, take time to thank God for what He has done right here at Holy Trinity
Church and School. Then take some time to thank the staff and the volunteers
for all they do. God bless you all and thank you for making Holy Trinity such a
great place to serve.
God bless you,

Pastor Toopes

NEWSLETTER NOTE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR
A Personal Note
During the month of May this year I have a rare privilege. Our oldest
grandson is being confirmed in Florida on May 1, and I have been
invited to preach for the services at their home church on that day.
It was really special when I was able to officiate at our own children’s
confirmations. Now to have that joy with their children is especially
exciting. Surely this is a gift of God to me!
In the 78th psalm, the psalmist Asaph speaks of the joy and privilege
of passing on the faith to the next generations: “I will open my mouth
in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that we have
heard and known, that our fathers have told us. We will not hide them
from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds
of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.” Our fathers told us, and we do not
hide those marvels from the generations that follow. One generation tells the next about the Lord’s
mighty acts, the wonders he has done.
This is our privilege as well, each of us who is part of any generation. We are thankful for the previous
generation having shared the truths of God’s love with us. We look forward to seeing the next
generation engage with God’s Word and His truth. We enjoy having the opportunity to share the
Good News with the young people, our children, and our grandchildren – and we anticipate their
sharing that same Good News with the generations after them. In this way, the Gospel of Christ is
spread through all time. May that be our joy always!

Smiths Grove Site Outreach
We continue to worship at the Smiths Grove site (First Christian Church, 427 College Street) at 5 PM
on Saturdays. Bible study is being held at 4 PM, just prior to worship (just finishing up the study of the
six chief parts of Luther’s Small Catechism). Attendance has picked up lately, so that we have had
some weeks as full as prior to COVID. We are thankful to First Christian Church for continuing to
make their facilities available to us. As you may have occasion, please express our thanks to the
members of First Christian.
Your support of this new worship site is vital. 1) Your prayers are important. Pray for open doors for
us to share the Good News in Smiths Grove. 2) If you know of people around Smiths Grove
(including Park City, Glasgow, Horse Cave, and similar places) who may need a church home, please
pass the word to them. Or pass their names on to Pastor Press, and we will happily extend an
invitation. 3) Your offerings to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church are also going to assist this outreach.
Thank you for your encouragement and your love of God’s work!

(CONTINUED)

NEWSLETTER NOTE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR CONTINUED
Step Up 4 Life
Step Up 4 Life is an effort to help people connect with the important work of Lutherans for Life (LFL).
For nearly 50 years, LFL has worked to educate people on the value of life at all stages, from the
womb to the grave. Step Up 4 Life will mobilize people to support the work of this organization. You
can help in several ways:
1) Pray for Lutherans for Life and its vital work.
2) Sign up to participate in the Step Up 4 Life. You can do this as an individual ($30 each
participant) or as part of a team ($25 each). We are organizing a Holy Trinity team, and
Pastor Press can help you to get connected.
3) Contribute to support those who are participating in the program.
The participants will be measuring their steps for a number of weeks to see how our energy can grow.
Ask to see who will be participating in stepping up for the value of life.

Pastor Press
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God has blessed us in so many ways, and the
support of our pastors and congregation have
been instrumental in the growth and
development of this ministry. Thank you for
the value that is placed on Christian education
and the support to be able to continue this
viable ministry.
In All Things,

Bill Hiskey, D.S.M.
A WORD FROM
THE DIRECTOR OF SCHOOL MINISTRY
May Blink
We are down to just two and a half weeks left
of our school year and this is the time of year
when things go so fast that if you blink you
miss it. Spring is in the air, allergy season is
upon us, and everyone is excited to be able to
get outside and enjoy sneezing!
April began with a nice break and then picked
back up quickly with Holy Week and ended
with testing for our 5/6 graders. In mid-April
our new preschool director, Hannah Yocum,
started with us to begin learning the ins and
outs of what it will take to direct this massive
program. Work is under way to make sure
teachers are in place for summer and for next
school year and interviews are being
scheduled to fill open positions.
We are going through quite a few changes as
we adjust to the growth. Increased enrollment
means more bodies to get in the door during
drop off or pick up, more mouths to feed,
greater challenges with scheduling, and more
responsibilities with office duties. This requires
extra help and better communication. As the
School grows the spaces are filling up and the
luxury we have had for many years of having a
lot of extra space to do things is becoming
more and more limited. Next year we will be
separating our 3rd and 4th grades into standalone grades with the plan to separate 5/6
grades for 2023-2024.
It takes a multitude of factors to be in place in
order for a school ministry to be successful.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
If someone close to you is graduating from High
School or College in May, please contact the
Church Office.
We will recognize all of our graduates during the
10:30 service on Sunday, May 15. If they
graduated in December of 2021 we will recognize
them at the same time.

Following is a list of our High School graduates:
Station Camp High School
Brandon Levan

MINISTRY TEAM UPDATES
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM
Ignite: (ages 2 – 6th grade)
We meet at 9:15 a.m. in EO-111 each Sunday.
Come join us in the fun and learning during this time!
IGNITE: We are looking for teachers to help teach Ignite! It is a “pick & choose” weekly commitment, so you
can pick whichever weekend works for you. If you would like to help teach, you can sign up using this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4aa9ac2eabfcce9-transformation
or emailing jkaufmann@htlc-bg.org. Thanks!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 6-10!
We will need many volunteers and helpers when it comes
to this year! Whether it’s leading a station, crew, or activity,
there is plenty to be done! If you are interested in serving,
contact Jonah in the Church Office!

Our registration is now open!

FINANCE COMMITTEE

This year the offerings we received during the mid-week Lenten services went to the missionaries that we
regularly support: David & Joyce Erber, Kristen Schmaltz, Shauen & Krista Trump, and Bob & Kristi Roegner.
We received a total of $5,421.00. Thank you for your generous contributions!

(CONTINUED)
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MINISTRY TEAM UPDATES
LUTHERAN SCHOOL MINISTRY
Team Leader: Todd Otto

Enrollment for the 2022-2023 School Year is OPEN!
Contact the School Office at 843-1001 if you are interested in
enrolling a child(ren) or want to give information to a friend.

REMEMBER: For families that are members of HTLC – we will continue to offer the 25% discount
in tuition for students (Grades K-6) enrolled full time.

Now Hiring for the 2022-2023 school year – 3rd grade teacher.
For information, please go to www.htlsbg.com or contact the school
office at 270-843-1001.

Graduation Ceremony for our 6th Grade students
is on Monday, May 16 at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Please pray for them as they take the next steps in
their education.
Come and share in this time to remember and
celebrate their years at HTLS and to pray for them.
A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall.

Our Graduates are:
(*) Indicates an HTLC member

Preston Adams
Isaac Sa

Cadence Curtis
Jesinlinn Thaih
Gray Unick(*)

Ra-Khe-Ly
Devid Thang

Preschool (4-year old) Graduation is on Thursday, May 12 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Fellowship with
refreshments will follow the service in the Fellowship Hall.
HTLS Night at the Hot Rods on Friday, May 13.

HTLS Field Day for K-6 students on Tuesday, May 17.
(CONTINUED)

MINISTRY TEAM UPDATES
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LUTHERAN SCHOOL MINISTRY
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL is Wednesday, May 18.

CHAPEL OFFERINGS IN MAY will go to support Hospice of Southern Kentucky.

TRAINING IN CHRIST: We are continuing with our “Christ in Me”
Christian Character program. Each month we focus on a character trait
and talk about what it means and how it applies to our daily walk. May’s
theme is Honesty. We will also be doing an activity once a month with
the students as part of our morning assembly to help them understand
the concept better. May God continue to use our school to impact this
community for the sake of the Gospel.

Scholarship Fund: Through the generosity of the Petrusch family and in honor of Ed’s parents, Edward and
Viola Petrusch, a scholarship endowment fund was established in 2000 for future students needing
financial assistance to attend HTLS. Anyone is eligible to contribute to this fund through a gift to the
church or school designated to the Petrusch Scholarship Fund. Please consider this fund when making
memorial gifts and/or donations to the School's ministry. This fund is managed by Thrivent Financial.
If you have questions, please contact the School Director.

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM
Jonah Kaufmann, D.C.E. at (714) 944-8784
1. High School Ablaze meets on Sundays at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside room.

2. Fuel With Friends meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in EO-110. Come enjoy some time with
your friends before Confirmation Class.
3. JUNIOR CONFIRMATION CLASS – We meet on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference
Room. Contact Pastor Toopes if you have any questions.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN'S
MISSIONARY LEAGUE
For more information about LWML, please contact
Claudine Stirn at 270-793-9991.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTERS - We
have been busy tying quilt tops again. We meet on
the 3rd Tuesday of each month (May 17) at 1:00
pm. in EO-202.

LWML MID-SOUTH
DISTRICT CONVENTION
Clarksville, TN
June 10-12

We usually quilt for two hours or less. Please park
in the lot closest to the church office (where the
flag pole is located). For more information about
LWR quilting, please contact Jean Nehm at 270991-8856 or Myrna Neff at 270-773-5192.

Our district convention will take place at the Town
Place Suites by Marriott. The theme is "Planting
Seeds of Faith - Growing and Sharing in God's
Word", based on I Corinthians 3:6.
The keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz,
Director of the Lutheran Center for Religious
Liberty, and speaker emeritus of "The Lutheran
Hour". The cost for registration from April 19 - May
20 is $90.

MITE BOX SUNDAY
Sunday, May 29 is the fifth Sunday of the month,
and is designated as "Mite Box Sunday".
We collect pocket change you have saved up
since the previous Mite Box Sunday, and take up a
collection after the service. The "mites" are used to
fund LWML mission projects, both in this country
and abroad, that are not part of the regular synod
budget. Here are four examples of these mission
grants:
 "Bring the Inner City Children to Camp"
(Lutheran Valley Retreat, CO)
 "Christ-Centered Materials for Hmong
Language School and Outreach" (St. Paul
Hmong Outreach Ministries)
 "Redeeming Life Maternity Home, Illinois
Expansion" (Redeeming Life Outreach
Ministries)
 "The Littlest and Least of these" (St. Paul
Lutheran Church & Christian Academy,
Dallas, TX)
Mite boxes are available in the Narthex for
members of all ages to save their spare coins.
Thank you for your faithful, ongoing participation in
"Mite Box Sunday"!

An interesting seminar being presented at the
convention is "Learn about the Mara Evangelical
Church and Burmese Culture". This is especially
timely for us at Holy Trinity because the Burmese
church worships in our building!
Contact Marsha Holm (407-579-3860) for full
convention details.




REMEMBER TO PRAY:
For our members who are going to college
whether here in town or in another
town/state
For the students attending WKU that will
attend HTLC while here in Bowling Green
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Thursday, May 5, 2022
The theme for 2022 is “Exalt the Lord, who has
established us”.
Key Verse: ”Therefore, as you have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been
firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and
established in your faith, just as you were
instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.“
Colossians 2:6-7

Local communities may have events – so check
via the internet or newspaper. Here is the
information for what is happening in Bowling
Green at Fountain Square Park from 11:15am to
1:00 pm.

O.W.L.s
(Older, Wiser, Lutherans)

HOT RODS BASEBALL NIGHT
Tuesday, May 10
Game time is 6:05 p.m.
We welcome Other Wonderful Lutherans (and
their friends) to our traditional group of Older
Wiser Lutherans!
Watch for more details and sign-up sheet
coming soon! Questions: Dick Webber 270282-5717

At 11:30 we will start the circle of good news. That
is where we will read the Bible out loud for 30
minutes. If 350 people show up the entire Bible is
read out loud in that 30 minutes. At noon we will
start the National Day of Prayer by praying for our
country. In case of inclement weather the event
will be at Fountain Square Ministries (929 College
St.) We hope to see you there!

MONDAY, MAY 30
The Offices will be CLOSED on Monday, May 30
for Memorial Day.
If you have a pastoral need please contact Pastor
Toopes at (870) 672-2117 or
toopes57@gmail.com
If you would like the latest update please contact
the church office at 843-9595 or e-mail Dionne at
dmilam@htlc-bg.org. The directory can be emailed to you or printed out and placed in your
narthex mailslot.

Please remember to call before coming to the
office. With the secretary out with various medical
appointments and Pastor Toopes making visits to
members, the office is not staffed on a regular
basis. We are sorry for the inconvenience.
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION

OF JUNIORS
will be conducted on Sunday, June 5
at the 10:30 service.
Our confirmands are:
Kylee Jo Linhardt
1956 Stonehenge Ave/Apt 19
Bowling Green, KY 42101

Ella Renae Payne
1058 Chicory Way
Bowling Green, KY 42104

Lucy Marie Veith
713 Georgetown Court
Bowling Green, KY 42104-0813

Zoe Claire Witherspoon
2505 Pondsville Road
Smiths Grove, KY 42171

We extend congratulations
and our prayers
for our Lord's continued guidance
in the lives of these young people.
May they continue to
demonstrate their commitment
to a maturing discipleship
with their Lord Jesus Christ.

2022 TANZANIA MISSION TRIP
We are making plans for a team from the MidSouth District to return to Tanzania, Africa in May
of 2022. To communicate to the people of
Tanzania the life-changing power of Jesus Christ
in a practical and understanding way; to develop
them into responsible, productive, successful
Christians, and equip them for their ministry in the
church and like mission in the world.
We plan to visit the city of Shinyanga, home of the
Southeast Lake Victoria Lutheran District.
The main emphasis of the trip will be to share the
Good News of Jesus with the Sukuma people,
located in Northwest Tanzania. We will also visit
other areas of past ministry; such as food ministry
to albino children, Mwadui Lutheran secondary
school, widows’ ministry. Team members will go
door-to-door in villages to spread the word of God
and the wonderful news of Jesus Christ’s death
and resurrection. The team will be accompanied
by local ministers and lay persons who will act as
translators. We will be using simple techniques
such as: an Evangecube or Bible story telling. So,
if you can share a 4th-grade level Sunday school
lesson in your own words, you are qualified!
Please contact Bob Allen for more information
about the trip at 270-535-7370 or
rjallen@prodigy.net

11

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION
The newsletter is being distributed via e-mail and
the narthex boxes. It is also on the website. If we
have an e-mail address for you we are sending it
there. (We did not e-mail to a work address unless
given prior permission.)
If we don’t have an e-mail, a printed copy will be
placed in the narthex mailbox for you. If you would
like to receive newsletters by e-mail please contact
the church office at 843-9595.
Printed copies are also available in the bottom row
of the narthex boxes.

We encourage ALL staff members to attend the
HTLS Chapel Services during the school year. We
will close the School Entrance door each
Wednesday from 8:20 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.
Church members are always welcome to attend
the chapel services and worship with the students,
staff, and families of HTLS. Please enter through
the School entrance as no other doors will be
unlocked by 8:20 a.m. We are essentially “locked
down” during chapel but you are welcome to wait
in the school lobby for the staff to return.
Please know that this will mean that no one will be
answering the phones either, but you may leave a
message and your call will be returned when the
staff returns to the offices.

Our church is growing and we are developing
more and more programs. This means that the
building is being used more frequently as well.
In order to make using the building as easy as
possible for everyone, it is IMPERATIVE that you
contact the Church Office as soon as you plan to
use any part of the facility to make sure the date
and/or room is available, etc. There are also
several policies that are in place for the use of the
building that you would need to be aware of when
hosting an activity at Holy Trinity.
All of the activities at Holy Trinity will benefit from
everyone working together for the best use of the
facility.

Holy Trinity has a FAX MACHINE for all those last
minute – must get it to us items. The number is
843-7466.
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church & School are on the
Internet.
Our websites are continually updated.
The addresses are:

Web Site Addresses
Church
http://www.holytrinity-lc.org
School
www.HTLSBG.com
There are links on these sites to e-mail Pastor
Toopes and Bill Hiskey.
The Sunday sermons are posted on the church
website. Just click on the "Sermon Archive"
option.

PRAYER’S CERTAIN PAYOFF
Prayers prayed in the Spirit never die until
they accomplish God's intended purpose. His
answer may not be what we expected, or
when we expected it, but God often provides
much more abundantly than we could think or
ask. He interprets our intent and either
answers or stores up our prayers. Sincere
prayers are never lost [and] will never be
wasted or go unrewarded.
—Missionary Wesley Duewel

The church services are being “lived streamed”
now. If you are homebound or away from town
you can “join worship” from your computer via our
Facebook page.
Our e-mail addresses are as follows:

Church e-mail address
dmilam@htlc-bg.org
School e-mail address
school.admin@htlc-bg.org
NOTE: Addresses are case sensitive and there
are no spaces in the addresses.

13

Michael Schoettlin, cousin of Sarah Hiskey,
is serving in the Air Force.
Senior Master Sergeant Michael Schoettlin
Davis-Monthan AFB
Tucson, AZ

Please be in prayer for these members/family
members of Holy Trinity that are in the military.
Their addresses are listed below so that you
can send them a letter whenever you want to.

Caleb Goad, son of Dana Johnson, is in the
Navy Military Police.
Goad, Caleb A.
1931 Hardway Ln
Bremerton, WA 98312

OUR MEMBERS IN LONG-TERM
NURSING CARE...
Joan Thomason

Jackson Heinze, son of John Heinze, is
serving in the Air Force.
AB Heinze, Jackson, E.
323 TRS/Dorm 3A2 FLT 066
1320 TREUMPER ST. UNIT 369548
JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-6407

Jonathan Heinze, son of John Heinze,
is serving in the Air Force.

OUR MEMBERS THAT ARE
HOMEBOUND...
Harry Bequette, Greg Bergmann,
Herb Blaies, Neva Gielow,
Joe Hodges, and Irma Lamm

Sgt. Jonathan Heinze

Jordan Heinze, son of John Heinze, is also
serving in the Air Force.
Airman Jordan Heinze
10002 Village Green Drive
Shreveport, LA 71115-2814

OUR MEMBERS RECOVERING AT
HOME…Mark Titschinger and Ron Belek.
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IN A MEDICAL FACILITY LAST MONTH
WERE...Ron Belek, Lyle Stratton, and

RECEIVING THE NEW LIFE OF GOD'S
SPIRIT TODAY through the washing of Holy

Johnie Trent. We pray the Great Physician will

Baptism is Sophie Lynn Stuckwisch. Sophie
is the daughter of Curtis D. and Samantha (nee:
Holmes) Stuckwisch. Sophie's sponsors are
Alexandria Cosner, Cecilia Holmes, and Jamie
Moor.

continue to bring them healing and strength.

NOTE: Contact Pastor Toopes if you have
questions about any of these members.

May the Lord bless and protect
Sophie
and may her life
always show evidence
of belonging to God.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Bradley & Raychel Borth had a healthy baby
boy, Nelson Bradley, on Saturday, April 9.
The proud great-grandparents are Bruce &
Bonnie Borth.

May God richly bless
this miracle of new life.

WE EXPRESS OUR CHRISTIAN
SYMPATHIES to the family of Gregg Helmich
(former member) in the death of his father, Rev.
Clarence Helmich. Rev. Helmich was a faithful
servant of the Lord in the Mid-South District and
preached at HTLC several times. Rev. Helmich
died on Sunday, March 27, at 86 years of age.

We commend
Gregg, Twila, Tyler, Hannah,
and their family
to the comfort and compassion
of our Loving and Living
Lord Jesus Christ.
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GREETERS FOR MAY
(First person/couple – 8:00 service
Second person/couple – 10:30 service)

DATE
1

8

NAME
CRAIG & JODI PRAXL
DAVID & LAURIE JURGENS

(First person - 8:00 service
Second person - 10:30 service)

MARK & LAURA CROTHERS
KEVIN & PAM SCHMALTZ

15

AL & LAURIE SEAVEY
GENEVA BENTLEY

22

BRUCE & BONNIE BORTH
COREY & MEGAN ZIRBEL

29

ACOLYTES FOR MAY

DATE

NAME

1

BRYN UNICK
SAYER PARSLEY

8

LUCY VEITH
ZOE WITHERSPOON

CONNIE PRESS
TIM & HEATHER RATHERT
15

ELLA PAYNE
EVA WHITE

22

RILEY MOORE
KYLEE JO LINHARDT

29

GRAY UNICK
COLE RUBICAN

READERS FOR MAY
(First person - 8:00 service
Second person - 10:30 service)

DATE

NAME

1

LAURIE SEAVEY
MARSHA HOLM

8

CINDY BRANDT
LILLIE GLEICHAUF

15

PETER BRANDT
HEATHER RATHERT

22

ANNE PADILLA
SHERYL MORRIS

29

HILARY EVERSOLL
BOBBI WIEBBECKE

The Deadline to have
Articles into the Office
for the June Newsletter
is
Sunday, May 15
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MAY

2

3

5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12
13

1
10
14
17
19

David C. King
Colin Fritz
Jeffrey T. Heinze
Richard C. Stirn
William A. Parsons, Jr.
Andrew W. Toopes
Vernon Sinnott
Kay Murphy
Jill L. Wright
John E. Pugh
Myrna Neff
August U. Heinze
Calum L. Whitaker
Douglas C. Burt
Bessie L. Brockhouse
Johnie P. Trent
Brier C. Scott
Steven W. Zielke
Samantha L. Ulm
Eleanor C. Hiskey
Donald L. Merkle
Jacqueline M. White

Brian & Nina Vratanina (23rd)
Joshua & Kirstie Whitaker (5th)
Jim & Elaine Towe (45th)
Mike & Heather Hugo (8th)
Rande & Kay Murphy (49th)
David & Laurie Jurgens (43rd)

14
15
17
19
20
21
22
23
25

27
28
29
30
31

23
25
27
30
31

Joseph M. Ertl
Walter Dobring
William R. Hiskey (D.S.M.)
Elizabeth A. Lindsey
Kenneth W. Johnson
Michael E. Calvin
Cole B. Rubican
Cynthia L. Brandt
Martha King
L. Dionne Milam
Hannah M. Boddeker
Madison S. Balder
Dawson L. Owens
Jennifer R. Burns
Cody Davis
Anna R. Richard
Andrew J. Vratanina
Violet K. Fritz
Samantha M. Davenport
Joyce M. Schilke
Jennifer J. Duarte
Marsha L. Holm

Marly & Debra Hiatt (30th)
Jeff & April Owens (30th)
Bobby & Susan LeRoy (31st)
Michael & Alyssa Ahlers (3rd)
Aaron & Ginger Witherspoon (22nd)
Eric & Kelsey Davis (1st)
Dick & Nancy Webber (14th)
Brad & Elena Frock (14th)

